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Standards 

SS5H9 The student will trace important developments in America 

since 1975.  

a. Describe U. S. involvement in world events; include efforts to 

bring peace to the Middle East, the collapse of  the Soviet Union, 

the Persian Gulf  War, and the War on Terrorism in response to 

September 11, 2001.  

b. Explain the impact the development of  the personal 

computer and the Internet has had on American life.  
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Peace in the 



• The Ottoman Empire was on the losing side of  World 

War I.  
 

• In 1920, European politicians broke the empire apart 

into many smaller countries. 
 

• Today, this land area is called the Middle East, or 

Southwest Asia. 
 

• Since the end of  WWII, the area has been a consistent 

trouble spot. 
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Southwest Asia (Middle East) 



• Much of  the conflict centers around the control of  land 

in Israel and Palestine. 

 

• In 1948, the United Nations carved the new country of  

Israel out of  Arab land in Palestine. 

 

• The UN felt the Jews needed a homeland after all of  the 

suffering caused by the Holocaust. 
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• The Arab countries in the Middle East opposed the 

creation of  Israel from their land and attacked Israel in 

1948. 

 

• Israel won the war and took over much more land in 

Palestine. 

 

• Since then, there has been continual conflict in the 

Middle East. 
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• The US government has made many efforts to bring peace 

to the Middle East. 
 

• In 1978, President Jimmy Carter, Israeli Prime Minister 

Begin, and Egyptian President Sadat met at Camp David 

in Maryland. 
 

• This meeting led to a peace treaty, called the Camp David 

Accords, that was signed in 1979. 
 

• The agreement outlined a framework to bring peace 

between Egypt and Israel. 
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Camp David Accords 



• In 1993, President Bill Clinton, Israeli Prime Minister 

Rabin, and Palestinian leader Arafat met at the White 

House. 

 

• A peace accord was signed between the two countries. 
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President Clinton Watches Rabin and Arafat 

Shake Hands 



• In 2003, a “Road Map” for peace was created by the 

US, European Union, United Nations, and Russia. 

 

• President George W. Bush met with Israeli and Arab 

leaders, and they all agreed to go forward with the 

ideas. 
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• In 1920, the country of  Kuwait was created. 

• As a result, Iraq lost its access to the Persian Gulf. 

 

• Saddam Hussein, Iraq’s dictator, wanted to get this 

access back, as well as acquiring Kuwait’s large oil 

reserves. 

 

• Iraqi forces invaded Kuwait in August 1990. 
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August 2nd, 1990 – 

Iraq invades Kuwait 
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• The US was concerned about this invasion, as a lot of  

the country’s oil came from Kuwait & Saudi Arabia. 

 

• In January 1991, the United States and a group of  

other countries started “Operation Desert Storm”, a 

military mission to recapture Kuwait. 

 

• They were able to drive Iraq out of  Kuwait in just 6 

weeks. 
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A US Nighthawk – one of  the key players in Desert 

Storm. 
© 2014 Brain Wrinkles 
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• In 1996, the Taliban established power in Afghanistan.  

 

• The anti-American Taliban was thought to be harboring 

Osama bin Laden’s terrorist group al-Qaeda. 

 

• Al-Qaeda’s goal was to bring an end to Western 

influence in the Middle East. 
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• The U.S. government identified Osama bin Laden as the 

terrorist responsible for the September 11th, 2001 

attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon. 
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• On September 11, 2001, al-Qaeda attacked three targets in the 

United States.   
 

• The terrorists hijacked four planes. 

• Two planes crashed into the World Trade Center in New York 

City. 

• Another airplane crashed into the Pentagon in Virginia, just 

outside of  Washington, DC.  

• The fourth plane was intended to hit the White House, but 

crashed in rural Pennsylvania.  
 

• Over 3,000 people were killed in these attacks. 
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• President George Bush announced that America would 

fight back. 

 

• He committed to a War on Terrorism in response to 

September 11 attacks. 

 

• His plan involved finding the people responsible for 

attacking America, as well as taking measures to 

prevent future terrorist activities. 
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Two days after the 
September 11 attacks, U.S. 
President George W. Bush 

stated: "The most important 
thing is for us to find Osama 
bin Laden. It is our number 
one priority and we will not 

rest until we find him.” 
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• Sources in the U.S. government believed that the 

Taliban was allowing Bin Laden and his followers to 

hide out in the mountains of  Afghanistan. 

 

• On October 7th, 2001, U.S. troops entered Afghanistan 

to disable the Taliban and locate bin Laden. 
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• The U.S. defeated the Taliban and helped Afghanistan 

form a new, democratic government. 

 

• Efforts to locate bin Laden failed, and he went into 

hiding for the next ten years. 
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U.S. troops in Afghanistan in 2001. 
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2004 – Hamid Karzai became the first democratically elected president of  
Afghanistan. 
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• The War on Terrorism also went to Iraq. 

 

• Many Americans believed that Saddam Hussein was 

hiding weapons of  mass destruction (WMDs) 

throughout the country, as well as providing aid to 

members of  al-Qaeda. 

 

• The US government was afraid Hussein would give 

WMDs to the terrorists. 
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U.S. marines enter a palace in 

Baghdad. 

U.S. marines fire a M198 Medium 

Howitzer. 
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• Saddam Hussein’s government collapsed quickly, and 

the military operation was over in less than two months. 

 

• Osama bin Laden or WMDs were never found in Iraq. 

 

• In December 2003, Hussein was captured, tried, and 

sentenced to death. 

• He was executed in December 2006. 
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Saddam Hussein was found hiding in a 

hole armed with a pistol, an AK-47 

assault rifle, and $750,000 cash. 
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• On May 2, 2011, at 1:00 am, Navy SEALS raided Osama 

bin Laden’s compound in Pakistan.  

 

• Bin Laden was shot and killed in the raid. 

 

• His body was taken to Afghanistan for identification, then 

buried at sea within 24 hours. 

• According to U.S. officials, bin Laden was buried at sea 

because no country would accept his remains. 
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Osama bin Laden’s compound in Pakistan where he 
was found in 2011. 
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Collapse of the 



• In the late 1980s, the Soviet Union began losing control 

over the communist nations of  Europe. 

 

• These countries had serious economic problems and 

restless citizens who demanded free speech, free press, 

and freedom of  religion.  

 

• One by one, they began to throw off  communist rule. 
 

 

 
 

 

© 2014 Brain Wrinkles 



• The leader of  the Soviet Union, Mikhail Gorbachev, 

began to make some changes. 
 

• He allowed freedom of  speech for the first time. 
 

• Now that citizens could freely speak out against the 

government, they demanded independence for their 

countries. 

• At the time, the Soviet Union consisted of  15 

republics. 
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Mikhail Gorbachev in 

a Discussion with US 

President Ronald 

Reagan 



• In 1989, the communist East German government 

opened up the border between East Berlin (communist) 

and West Berlin (democratic). 

 

• The German people immediately began celebrating and 

started climbing the Berlin Wall and breaking it apart. 

 

• On November 9, 1989, the Berlin Wall, a symbol for 

communism, was taken down.  
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People Climbing Over the Wall 

- 1989 



• The Soviet Union broke up into Russia and a number of  

different countries. 

 

• On December 25th, 1991, the world recognized the 

independence for Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Belarus, 

Ukraine, Moldova, Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan, 

Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, 

Tajikistan,  Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia, and Russia. 

 

• By the end of  1991, the Soviet Union had collapsed. 
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and the 



• Computers have changed almost everything 

humans do. 

 

• Both the Germans and the Americans developed 

the first true computers during WWII. 

 

• After the war, scientists around the world 

continued to improve computers. 
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Z3 Computer  

(Created in 1939) 



• Computers changed the way millions of  people 

do their jobs. 

 

• Businesses of  all types rely on computers. 

 

• Today, computers are the basis of  American 

industry. 
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• The use of  computers has created new high-tech jobs. 
 

• These are jobs of  people who actually create computers 

and make them work. 
 

• One of  the most important high-tech areas in the US is 

Silicon Valley in California. 
 

• It is the home of  Apple, Google, and many other high-

tech companies. 
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Silicon Valley 



• Personal computers were first sold in the late 1970s. 

 

• At first they were mainly used for business, but then 

people started using them at home. 

 

• Think of  all of  the ways that your family uses a 

computer… 
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A Personal 

Computer &  

Printer in 1988 



• In 1969, scientists created the first computer network. 
 

• A computer network is a series of  computers connected 

to each other. 
 

• Today, the largest network in the world is the Internet. 
 

• More than 2.8 billion people throughout the world use 

the Internet. 
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• The Internet was first developed for the government 

and universities. 
 

• It was used mainly to share research information. 
 

• Today, you can get almost any kind of  information you 

want on the Internet. 
 

• It can be used for research, fun, or to download music 

and games. 
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